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Recently I have been considering God’s grace and how it affects my relationship with our heavenly Father.  

This journey of consideration began for me at the Marriage Retreat last September when our guest speaker, 

Jim Lefler, talked about the role of grace in our marriages.  He defined grace in a way that I had not 

considered in my many years as a Christian.  In the New Testament, the Greek word which we translate as 

the English word grace is charis, which means favor. 

  

When asked to define grace, my response was three fold: 1. God’s mercy, 2. God’s forgiveness, and 3. God’s 

unmerited favor.  While all three of my attempted descriptions of grace are true aspects of God’s love, they 

had missed the essence of God’s grace.  In the New Testament, mercy is a different word, eleos.  The word 

used for forgiveness, aphesis, is also different from the word used for grace.  I dare say I had “religiosized” the 

word grace, so that I had lost the true meaning that God wanted me to understand.  And what was that 

meaning?  That God’s grace is God’s favor.  It is nothing more, nothing less than the simple fact that I am a 

favored son of His.  Not only does he love me, but he also genuinely LIKES me, he is on my side and is 

working for my good. 

  

Even my description of grace as “unmerited favor” does not do God justice in how He regards me.  When I 

give one of my children a blessing, a gift, I do not say “I really want to give this to you, but please realize that 

you do not deserve it.”  Even more so God, when He gives me a blessing does not want me to occupy my 

thoughts with the notion that I do not deserve it.  The fact that he does not give me what I deserve can fall 

under the category of “His Mercy.” But I will let “His Grace” fall in the category of those blessings that He 

gives me simply because he likes me. 

  

God was telling me something new, something different.  Where all those passages refer to grace, God is 

saying not only do I love you, but I LIKE you, and I am on your side.  I have found favor with you.  “Wow – you 

have found favor with me?”  Yes, God likes me, like a son he delights in.  This seems so personal – how can it 

be this personal for every human being?  There are obviously some people who do not realize this, or believe 

this or accept this view of God.  Then I remembered Hebrews 11:6 – 

  

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 

he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

  

God’s favor is there for everyone to accept, but does every one 

have a faith that can see God’s favor and let that define their 

relationship with Him? 

 

The scriptures on grace throughout the New Testament took on 

a new, and more powerful, dimension of understanding and 

motivation in my life when I considered them.  There is the 

discussion of being saved in Ephesians 2, the love of God to  
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save me from my sins because of his 

favor toward me.  But there is also the 

chastening passage in 2 Corinthians 

12, when God refuses to remove the 

thorn from Paul’s side because “My 

grace is sufficient for you.”  When I 

face “thorns” in my life that I wish my 

heavenly Father would remove, He 

likewise tells me, “The fact that you 

are a favored son of mine is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect 

in weakness.”  Or consider Titus 2:11, 

where my belief that God not only 

loves me, but likes me as a favored 

son teaches me to say “NO!” to sin 

and live an upright life. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 15:10, God’s favor 

serves as the inspiration to work hard 

in serving the ministry.  In 2 

Corinthians 4:15, Paul let God’s favor 

multiply through many lives – he 

obviously shared his joy in his 

relationship with God with others, and 

that joy resulted in many others being 

saved. We all need to work hard at 

saving the lost. Another result of grace 

I learned from 2 Corinthians 8:1 is that 

I should overflow in generosity to 

others, specifically with the money and 

wealth God has allowed me to 

possess. 

  

May I be so bold to state that God’s 

got Favorites – and you by faith could 

be one of them?  For me, I’m claiming 

my role as a favored son by faith.  

Have you ever been a favorite?  In your 

family, you may be a favorite child of 

your parents or grandparents.  At your 

office, you may enjoy the status as 

favorite employee of your boss. If you 

have never considered yourself to be 

“favored,” please claim by faith your 

place as a favored son or daughter of 

your heavenly Father and let it produce 

greater joy and obedience in your life. 

 

 

 

Focusing on the Next 

Generation 
By John Becker 

 
 

Time flies when you are having fun!  That is a famous saying 

that refers to the way time seems to move at a more rapid pace when we 

are doing the things that we enjoy doing.  Time seems to lag as we toil 

and labor, as if we were working out in the hot, sweltering sun.  Parties 

are over before they start, while homework seems to never end.  An 

action-packed movie leaves us wanting more, but a sappy love story 

couldn’t be over quick enough (at least in my opinion).  Our perception 

of time seems to control what we do and the 

activities that define us.  If you truly want to 

know a person, find out how they spend 

their time.  We invest in things that we 

value.  I believe now is the time to focus 

on the next generation.  

 

The youth and family ministry is a 

place where time is of the essence.  In all 

practical purposes, we have four years, the high 

school years to help our teens put into practice all the lessons they have 

learned when they were children.  Many of these young adults were 

taught from infancy what the Holy Scriptures have to say about our 

Lord Jesus.  Many Kingdom Kids classes laid the all-important 

foundation of faith for our children.  I thank God my own physical 

children have had the blessing to be taught by godly men and women 

who know who God is.  To know that they have seen Jesus walking and 

talking through the disciples that teach them has added to my faith and 

has taught me that I too must live in such a way as to teach.  I believe 

we all realize if we are to win the next generation to Jesus, it begins at 

home.   

Many times I hear people say that 

the teens are the next leaders in the church.  

I agree with that statement, and because I 

not only agree with it, I have decided to 

invest my life in working with teens 

to prepare them to live a godly and 

holy life.   

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6  

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are 

different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds 

of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

 

What a task!  What a responsibility!  It is a good thing that it is not mine 

alone…  It is first the Lord that does the work, then we as a church must 

nurture our teens.  
(Continued on next page.) 
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1 Corinthians 11:1 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

 

I love this Scripture because it is simple, direct, and to the point.  We are at a time in 

history where people are afraid to simply teach the truth.  I can understand the need for us 

not to communicate in a harsh manner, but I love the way God wrote the Bible.  Paul 

communicates to a whole church in Corinth for them to follow his example as he 

followed the example of Jesus.  One area I feel we need to address is the need to 

mentor and disciple the next generation of disciples.  In order to do this, we must 

be living in a way that they can learn this lesson from watching the older people in 

the congregation being in these kinds of relationships.  We need to teach the youth 

in our church how we all need each other to make it to heaven.  If we do not, we 

will raise-up kids who rely on self and a generation that will not know Christ.   

 

 As the body of Christ matures here in Gwinnett County, I am excited to see God 

raise-up future leaders from among our children.  When I look at David Collier, I feel a sense of safety knowing 

that he will not allow God’s standard to fall once he grows into more roles of responsibility.  His older brother 

Art is doing very well at UGA, and I can see zeal for the Word of God in Allison, their younger sister.  While 

they are fine examples of God-loving children, we would be missing it totally if we did not recognize that it is 

not by some coincidence that they all seem to be this way.  Steve and Barbara Collier have invested in them as 

parents and have been an example in that area for years.  I believe that their children also have great 

relationships outside of their parents…spiritual relationships with other spiritually-minded adults that love and 

care about them.  This is crucial.  ALL of our teens need this sort of help in their spiritual 

journey.  They all need to be loved in a mentoring relationship with someone who is 

willing to teach them what they know about Christ.  They need someone who is 

willing to love them enough to have the hard talks and to point them in the right 

direction.  It would be impossible to think that the ministry staff could handle 

this task alone.  It is not practical, and it is not biblical.  We as a family need to 

love our young adults enough and be a part of their lives. 

 

 I mentioned David, but I have to tell you that we have several other teens 

that love God very much as well.  These teens are true disciples that have their 

faith tested on a daily basis in the halls of our high schools.  They face many trials and 

opponents.  We need to be examples for them to follow, and even more, we need to become mentors and 

confidants for them as they wrestle through these tough years.  God is amazing, and I thank all the leaders we 

have who are willing to get together with teens when they can.  I hope more of the congregation would give 

some time to these teens and encourage them.  They are our future, and as we invest in them, we invest in the 

future of our church. 
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I O U 
 

As the wife of one of the benevolence deacons, I hear a fair 
amount of finance-related conversations. One of the things 
Peter hates is debt. He frequently cites Romans 13:8, “Owe 
no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law.” Clearly, God is against 
financial debt. But He makes it clear here that we owe one 
another love, and that got me thinking:  What else does God 
say we owe? 
 
I looked up “owe,” and found that the Greek word for debt is 
opheilō (οφειλω). Looking up all the uses of that Greek 
word, I found that we owe God and one another several 
debts: 
 
• ForgivenessForgivenessForgivenessForgiveness (Luke 11:4) – As we ask Him to forgive 

us, we owe it to Him to forgive one another. 
• ObedienceObedienceObedienceObedience (Luke 17:10) – When we’ve done what He 

commands, we need to have the perspective that we’ve only 
done what we were obligated to do.  All my service can’t 
repay what I owe Him for all He did through Jesus 
to save me by His grace! Obeying commands that result 
in good for me and for others is no hardship in comparison 
to the benefits of life in Him. 

• ServiceServiceServiceService (John 13:14) – Continuing the same way of 
thinking, since He has served us so tremendously 
(symbolized by washing of feet), I owe it to Him to 
serve those around me as I have been served, with 
humility, holding nothing back. 

• Being selflessBeing selflessBeing selflessBeing selfless (Romans 15:1) – We have an obligation 
to look out for the weak among us, to live not to please 
ourselves but with an eye to building one another up. 

• Thanks for one anotherThanks for one anotherThanks for one anotherThanks for one another (2 Thessalonians 1:3 and 2:13) 
– When we see one another’s faith and love increase, when 
we realize that God has chosen each of us to be saved, we 
owe it to God to be thankful for one another, and to rejoice 
in one another’s growth! 

• Walking in Jesus’ stepsWalking in Jesus’ stepsWalking in Jesus’ stepsWalking in Jesus’ steps (1 John 2:6) – The Greek 
indicates that whoever claims to live in Jesus owes it to 
Jesus to walk as He walked—not just “I should,” but 
“I must”! 

• Our livesOur livesOur livesOur lives (1 John 3:16) – “By this we know love, that 
he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers.” We owe our lives to one another! 

• LoveLoveLoveLove (1 John 4:11) – “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.” 

 
In every case, our debt comes from how much God has given 
us already in Jesus and in one another. Financial debt 
comes from getting things before we can pay for them, but all 
those things will perish; what God has already given us will be 
ours forever, and as we daily pay the debt we owe—love, 
forgiveness, obedience to God, unselfish service, gratitude, our 
lives in Christ—we grow stronger and better. So enjoy 
paying your IOU today! 
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