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During the weekend of February 12-14, I was brought closer to a first-century faith through the 
combination of teaching and experiences at the Athens Festival of Faith.   
 
As many of us heard in Douglas Arthur's Sunday message, we are not as far from the miracles of the 
book of Acts as we sometimes imagine.  Many of us have seen in our lifetimes the amazing growth, 
boldness, and generosity that defines so much of the early church as described in Acts; we simply miss 
the miracle because these things are mixed into the reality of our everyday lives, in among the usual 
good, bad, and ugly situations we face daily.  However, multiplying ministries, church plantings 
throughout the world, amazing acts of faith and of selflessness are actually a large part of the story of 
the last 30 years of many of our lives.   
 
On Saturday evening, five brothers spoke to us in very practical and real terms about how to BE the 
Spirit-filled church that continues to have such impact on the world.  Rick Overturf was the “closer” 
and left us with three very challenging questions that spoke to the heart of our ability to be effective.  
He spoke from Acts 8:26-40, the story of Philip reaching out to the Ethiopian eunuch, and from Acts 
9:1-19; 22:6-16, the story of Ananias reaching out to Saul (Paul), who was there to persecute 
Christians.  Rick's closing questions compared these conversion stories with our approach today: 
 
How many of us would have walked up to the chariot and set up a study, rather than start a study?  
In reality, Richard has been challenging us for years to sit down and open the Bible with people, rather 
than to set up a study for some future time.  However, our schedules and our habits tend to push us to 
extending a future invitation rather than engaging here and now in looking into God's word.  Philip 
exemplifies both the urgency and the confidence of one who has God's Spirit guiding him; he sees the 
Ethiopian as an open person seeking the truth, rather than a rich and important official in his 
“limousine.” Philip catches a ride and plunges straight into the word, and apparently gets to the heart 
quickly. 
 
How many of us would delay baptizing the Ethiopian while we sort out what church he'll attend, 
who would disciple him, and how to work out the follow-up studies?  As Rick pointed out, the Holy 
Spirit took Philip out and eliminated any question of him 
conducting follow-up studies!  Not to minimize the 
importance of these details, but the Bible example shows 
faith in action; if the Spirit has led us into a study, let's 
trust the Spirit to continue to lead in the life of the new 
Christian.  Of course we need to coordinate with our 
church's leadership and make sure our new brother- or 
sister-in-Christ is made part of God's family and is well 
provided for, but we don't need all the answers when 
we're acting in faith. 
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How many of us would preach to a 
murderer and on the first day ask 
him, “What are you waiting for?”  
In this case, speaking of Ananias 
reaching out to Saul in Damascus, the 
question we might ask ourselves is, 
“Could I be as bold as Ananias?  Am 
I willing to take on faith that when 
God sends me to speak to a 
persecutor, God will also protect 
me?”  However, Rick's question also 
challenges our faith in God's ability 
to change the heart of this man who 
consented to the stoning of Stephen 
not long before.  When we study with 
someone whose sin is deep or 
disturbing, we might find we lack 
faith that God can rapidly, 
immediately change his heart and 
motives in radical ways.  Perhaps 
some of us need to recall how 
dramatically our own lives changed 
when we came to Christ! 
 

Although each situation we face is 
unique, and formulaic responses can 
be dangerous, Rick's challenge to 
exercise my faith in all circumstances 
has stuck with me this week, and I am 
striving to see through eyes that 
reflect that first-century faith. 
 
Let's go live out the next chapter of 
Acts. 
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 Reflections on Acts 2010 The Next Chapter 
By Danny Emmet 

 
 
 
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized 
that they were unschooled ordinary men, they were astonished 
and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. (Acts 
4:13) 
 

How do you sum up the Festival of Faith 2010 in 
700–800 words? It can’t be done! It has only been a week 
since the Festival of Faith, and as I write this, more 
convictions are still developing from this great experience. 
There were a few things that I can write about now that I know 
will help strengthen my convictions. 
 

Friday Night  
 
My wife and I decided to check our middle-school 

kids out a little early to get a jump-start on the weekend. As 
we got into our car to leave, there were 2 or 3 things we 
needed and forgot. This meant getting out of the car, 
unlocking the house, finding the items, locking up the house 
again and then getting everyone back into the car. What a way 
to start! But God had plans for us.  After we checked into our 
hotel, my oldest son talked about the different people he 
wanted to see, my younger children excited but not knowing 
why. 

 

The Streets of Jerusalem 
 
At once we were immersed back in time to the streets 

of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus; the noise, the smells, the 
sights made me believe I was there! I saw disciples talking 
about Jesus and the miracles he had just done, people were 
arguing about Jesus being the Messiah or a madman, disciples 
being chased by Roman soldiers and couples with small 
children shopping at the fruit stands. Seeing Bill Burke 
arguing about paying taxes to Caesar brought me back to this 
century.  

 
We were then lead into a great hall and stood before 

one of four small stages. The first scene was a reenactment of 
Acts 3 and most of Acts 4. The way “Peter and John” spoke to 
the crippled man and then to the priests made me feel like I 
was standing in the courtyard and the temple courts.  We were 
then lead to the next stage where Acts 16 was played out. 
Everyone was amazed at the special effects including the 
breaking down of the jail door, which I found out later was 
crafted by our own Gary Smith (Grub). The guard that was 
converted showed true remorse and thankfulness when Paul 
and Silas spoke up and explained that they had not left and 
that he didn’t need to kill himself. 

 
The next stage was the best and most entertaining: 

Acts 5 with Ananias and Sapphira. The brother acting as Peter 
really captured the pain that Peter must have felt as the couple  

lied to God and also knowing what God would do.  The final 
stage incorporated music and acting and was based on Acts 8, 
Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.  This scene was acted out in 
a sort of musical.  Each of the stage presentations brought the 
Bible to life. I was able to talk to my kids about what they’d 
seen, and they remembered some of the stories from the Bible.  
 

Saturday Evening 
 
The other event that made an impact on me was the 

10-minute preaching on Saturday evening.  David Laing did a 
great job in pointing out the importance of prayer in Acts and 
how before and after almost every event in Acts, prayer was 
involved. It challenged me to think how much I pray during 
the day for activities such as driving, grocery shopping and 
work. The Bible commands us to pray continually (1 
Thessalonians 5:17). How’s that going for you? 

 
Sonny Sessions reminded us of giving. He has 

devoted his life to giving to our children, and has made a 
lasting impression on me from his sacrifice for my children. 
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he 
had need. (Acts 2:45). When is the last time you gave up 
something to be able to give to someone else?  JP Tynes gave 
us a great message to keep reaching across man-made barriers 
to reach to all people.    Have you had anyone in your home or 
gone to dinner with anyone this year? Almost 2 months have 
passed in this new decade. 

 
Richard Alawaye, our brother in Gwinnett, did us 

proud. Richard simply preached the word. It really made me 
proud and also gave me a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for Richard and the types of messages we are 
blessed to hear each week. Do you download messages that 
you missed and listen to them? Have you ever emailed one of 
our messages to a friend that you felt would benefit from it?  
Rick Overturf wrapped it up with a reminder of one of the 
things we could and should do every day: share our faith and 
preach the word. Do you refer to the Bible when talking to 
people? Do you use Scriptures in everyday life?  
 

Sunday Morning 
 
The Sunday worship was simply incredible. Doug 

Arthur urged us to trust God and reminded us of the miracles 
God has already done in our brotherhood. Doug encouraged us 
to realize God is still working powerfully in our lives today. 

 
The Festival of Faith was life-changing. If you 

missed it, have a great discipleship time with someone who 
went. It will take me a long time to review and study all the 
notes, but if I can change my life and deepen my convictions 
with just these few reflections, I am content with that.



Deacon’s Directory 
 
Karl Lynn New Members 770-979-4292  
Peter Berry  Benevolence  678-376-1878  
Danny Doble Spanish Translation 770-931-0601 
Audie Flowers Visitation 770-277-5749 
Patrick Freeman  Kingdom Kids  770-921-1811  
Glenn Hayes  Kingdom Kids  770-985-6921  
Dan Stehr  Visitation  770-925-2943  
Bill Francis  Visitation  770-806-8645  
Todd Reynolds  High School  770-682-0027  
Russ McGarr  Middle School  770-381-5045  
Alvin Modest Worship 678-344-0061 
Steve Collier  Teens-Parents  770-717-5784  
Danny Emmett  Hope, Events  770-985-4542  
Jeff Mueller  Benevolence  770-492-0544  
Kendall Knight  Music Service  770-972-6887 

Family Group Leaders 
 
Young Marrieds 
Kyle & Sharon Ross L’ville 770-513-6224 
John and Meemua Yang Lilburn 770-380-1865 
Middle School Parents 
Joseph & Lisa Washington L’ville 678-407-0306 
Teen Parents 
Derrick & Michelle Brewer L’ville 770-962-8070 
Leslie & Danie Cadet Dacula 678-651-0912 
Singles  
Jim & Chandra Dew L’ville 770-330-3479 
Spanish Ministry 
Danny & Cynthia Doble Lilburn 770-931-0601 
Prime Time 
Glenn & Sheila Hayes Loganville 770-985-6921 
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