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HEBREWS

Introductory Matters

BASIC DIVISIONS:


1:1-10:18 – DOCTRINAL


10:19-13:25 – PRACTICAL

BASIC OUTLINE:

1) Pre-eminence of Jesus (1:1-4:13)

· Over the prophets (1:1-3)

· Over the angels (1:4-2:9)

· Over Moses (3:1-6)

2) Priesthood of Jesus (4:14-10:18)

· Compared with Melchizedek

· The nature of Jesus’ priesthood

3) Persevering with Jesus (10:19-13:25)

· Challenges

· Examples

· “Steps to Success”

SPECIAL PHRASES AND CONCEPTS FROM HEBREWS:

I. KEY WORDS:

1. Sacrifice

2. Suffering

3. Encourage

4. Persevere

5. Sin(s)

6. Faith

7. Angels

8. Blood

9. Discipline

10. Therefore

11. Better *

12. “Let Us”

II. USE OF THE PHRASE “Let Us”:

1) Be careful (4:1)

2) Make every effort (4:11)

3) Come near the throne of grace (4:16)

4) Go on (6:1)

5) Draw near (10:22)

6) Hold unswervingly (10:23)

7) Consider how (10:24)

8) Not give up meeting together (10:25)

9) Encourage one another (10:25)

10) Throw off (12:1)

11)  Fix our eyes on Jesus (12:2)

12)  Be thankful (12:28)

13)  Go forth (13:13)

14)  Offer sacrifice of praise (13:15)

The obvious conclusion of all this is that if we are going to persevere, we need a “let us” attitude.  No one is going to persevere if he or she tries to make it on their own.

III. Use of the word “Better”:

1. Hope (7:19)

2. Covenant (7:22)

3. Promises (8:6)

4. Sacrifices (9:23)

5. Possessions (10:34)

6. Country (11:16)

7. Resurrection (11:36)

8. Something “Better” for us (11:40)

IV. “Warnings” from the Hebrews writer:

1) 2: 1-4 > “To pay more attention to and not to ignore the great salvation” (Ungrateful)

2) 3: 7-19> “About not having an unbelieving heart” (Unbelief)

3) 5:11-6:12> “About remaining immature in spiritual matters and as a result, falling away” (Immaturity)

4) 10:26-30> “Against continuing to remaining in sin after having received the truth”

(Unrepentant)

5) 12:16-27> “About refusing God’s ‘warning signs’” (Unholy)
V. “See To It” Verses:

1) “That none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart” (3:12)

2) “That no one misses the grace of God” (12:15)

3) “That no one is sexually immoral” (12:16)

4) “That you do not refuse him who speaks” (12:25)

V.  OT References:

1) Dt. 32:43

2) Ps. 104:4

3) Ps. 45:6-7

4) Ps. 102:25-27

5) Ps. 2:7

6) 2 Sam. 7:14 (cf. I Chron. 17:13)

7) Ps. 110:1-4

8) Ps. 8:4-6

9) Ps. 22:22

10) Is. 8:17-18

11)  Ps. 95

12) Gen. 2:2

13) Jer. 31:31-34

VI. Key Characters

1) Jesus

2) Abraham

3) Melchizedek

4) Aaron

5) Moses

VII. Reasons Why Disciples Do Not Persevere:

1) Ignore such a great salvation (2:3)

2) Fear of death (2:15)

3) Hardened hearts (3:8)

4) Sinful, unbelieving heart (3:12)

5) Not combining faith with what is preached to us (4:2)

6) Disobedience (4:6)

7) Remaining slow to learn (5:11)

8) Fruitlessness (6:7)

9) Laziness (6:12)

10) Unclear conscience (9:9)

11) Guilty conscience (10:22)

12) Giving up meeting together (10:25)

13) Deliberately keep on sinning (10:26)

14) Trampling Christ “underfoot” (10:29)

15) Throwing away your confidence (10:35)

16) Shrinking back (10:39)

17) Acting without faith (11:6)

18) Growing weary and losing heart (12:3)

19) Forgetting the word of encouragement (12:5)

20) Not being trained by God’s discipline (12:11)

21) Lack of holiness (12:14)

22) Bitterness (12:15)

23) Sexually immoral (12:16)

24) Godless (12:16)

25) Refusing God when He speaks (12:25)

26) Forgetting to entertain strangers (13:2)

27) Forgetting prisoners and others who are mistreated (13:3)

28) Adultery and sexual immorality (13:4)

29) The love of money (13:5)

30) Not imitating and obeying leaders (13:7, 17)

31) Being cared away by all kinds of strange teachings (13:9)

32) Forgetting to do good and sharing with others (13:16)
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