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Benevolence Update: Beyond the Money

By Peter Berry

Benevolence, from the old
Frenchbene velleto wish
well. It means showing
kindness or goodwill, per-
forming good or charitable

acts and not seeking to makepraise God for the obedience ” Money — continue to man-

a profit (Encarta).
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form is not only supplying
the needs of God's people
but is also overflowing in
many expressions of thanks
to God. Because of the ser-
vice by which you have
proved yourselves, men will

that accompanies your con-
fession of the gospel of

To date in 2006, the financial Christ, and for your generos-

generosity of the brothers
and sisters in the Central
Gwinnett ministry has al-
ready changed many lives
for the better.

This year, through your mid-
week benevolence contribu-
tions, you have given:

" over $1,600 to help your
brothers and sisters with
general needs from medi-
cine to rent to utility bills

" over $1,500 to help fund
feeding needy and home-
less people through coop-
eration with the Atlanta
Homeless Taskforce Shel-
ter

” $1,000 to help support the
work of an orphanage in
India.

" over $2,700 to help with
funds that allowed ten of
our children to attend the
Swamp this summer who
would have otherwise
missed out.

“This service that you per-

ity in sharing with them and
with everyone else.” (2 Co-
rinthians 9:12-13)
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So... what next? Of course,
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please stay generous in heart encouraging to others, so
and in deed as you have been please give of yourself as

doing. “But just as you ex-
cel in everything- in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in
your love for us — see that
you also excel in this grace
of giving.” (2 Corinthians
8:7)

How can we exceh giving?
I've listed a few possible
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ideas below. This is not in-
tended to be comprehensive
but is provided in hopes of
spurring each of us to think
about some new ways to “dg
so more and more.”

age your personal budget
wisely, to maximize the
funds you have available
to “invest” in the grace of
giving. Build a lifestyle
that makes giving to others
a natural part of you.
" Time — someone once saig
“showing up is 80 percent
of life.” 1 don't know
about that, but showing up
certainly is a large part of
showing you care. When
the call comes for workers
to prepare food or go
downtown to feed the
homeless — show up!
When the plea comes for
help with a move — show
up! Your personal pres-
ence is both helpful and

you have opportunity.
xFood — our Central Gwin-
nett food bank is fairly
well stocked as of this
writing, but usage and fi-
nite shelf lives for food

make this a recurring need;

check with us to see what

Central Gwinnett |

might be needed. Also,
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(continued from p. 1) from those who make a living just responding to an announce-
using a skill, but sometimes what ment. Go seek out the opportuni-
xdon't forget the other food banks is a fun and casual effort to one ties, and along the way you'll meet
around town. Bill Francis has led of us is manna from heaventoa other good-hearted people, and per-

drives for other local food banks  brother or sister in need. haps have a chance to share about
that serve a broader population; " Encouragement — take a moment how God has changed you, and
be generous if you are able. to send a note, drop in and visit, maybe even perform the ultimate

” Skills and Services — we don't make a phone call. Be a act of benevolence.....
have a central clearing-house for Barnabas (“Son of Encourage- " Evangelism — giving away eternal
matching skills with needs, ment”) to others. Sometimes we life, forgiveness, a relationship with
which can make this more of a just need someone to care. God. What could be more
challenge. Letthe deacons or " Community Involvement — your “benevolent” than that?

elders know if you have talents children's schools, nursing and

you are eager to share, whether ~ convalescent centers, libraries, | hope I've inspired some out-of-the-
car or computer repair, carpen- city and county services... all are box thinking about how to “wish oth-
try, plumbing, ... whatever. We looking for willing volunteers. ers well.” Now, let us each go forth

should not demand free services This takes more initiative than ~ and do as we are able.
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L.I.FE. Begins @ 50! bhe morelnvolvedin the lives of ments Paul’s charr]ge hto the older
the younger women sowe can  women to teach the younger
By Roxanne Galbreath teach and meet their spiritual women;l Timothy 5:9-10 that indi-
needs. cated the older widows received
There’s only one word to describe  * Byilding closer relationships with help from the church based on their
the “L.I.F.E. Begins at 50" group each other by havingun and service to their family and others;
and that's'Whoo-hoo™ On Fri- spending time with each otheris John 10:10which stated that one of

day, June 28 20 sisters (and a cou-  another of our important priorities. Jesus’ reasons for coming to earth
ple of our mom_s) fro was for us to have a full
the Central Gwinnett, life; and finally Mat-

D_llljluth_ a_nd_Lawren.cg thew 16:25where we are
ville ministries partici- u : ” challenged not to protect
pated in the group’s the “L.I.F.E. Begins at 50" group and our lives, but to never

inaugural event. T ” ive up losing our lives
These women, rangin that's “Whoo-hoo™! ?or othgrs! ?

in age from 40 to 84,

laughed out loud at th€™" Some of the exciting

play “Menopause the Musical” at = And finally the group has setits  plans that are in the works for the

the 14" Street Playhouse and after-  sjghts on being morBvangelistic ~remainder of this year include:
wards enjoyed incredible desserts at by inviting others to join us as we

Café Intermezzo in Buckhead!This  participate in our various worship * making emergency freezer meals

adventure fulfilled a couple of the services or fun activities. for the young moms,

group’s 4 goals. These goals are: * teaching the nursing mom’s class

The group was formed to help or- on Thursday nights,

* Loveand take care of those in ganize the older women and give us* Sponsoring a four week food
need both in and outside of the  an opportunity to apply the scrip- drive for our emergency pantry,
church. tures to our lives. We are trying to

* As the “older women” we wantto |ive out Titus 2:3-5 which docu- (continued on p. 4)

There’s only one word to describe
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Summer Ladies’ Bible Series Concludes
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of man to be a helper beside him  need to do that are right.
forever. With man being the great- 3. Visualize. See yourself becom-
est thing God created, and women ing a new, humble, unselfish, bold,
being God's final touch, created in fill in the blank, what you need to
the image of God for man, we become, disciple of Jesus.
women have a great destiny. She 4. Be with Jesus. It will rub off
finished with this last thought from and people will know you have been
the book: "Are we captured by Sa- with Jesus, like Peter and John in
tan or captivated by God?" Acts 4:1-13. People saw that they
were unschooled, ordinary men who
On July 14, Jan Jennings spoke on had been with Jesus. People will be
the topic, "I Want to Change, But amazed at us too, especially when
How?" She talked about people shethey see we haven't always been this
knew who had changed significantly way, but have changed because of
On July 7, Becky Samples talked t0 gjnce hecoming Christians, includ-  God.
us abouCaptivating written by ing herself, and described the key of
John & Stasi Eldridge. John El- such change being found in Psalm On July 21, Lisa Washington talked
dridge, author of the best-selling  37.4 . "Delight Yourself in the Lord about "A Passionate Relationship
bookWild at Heart,discusses the  5nd he will give you the desires of with God.” She spoke from Il Cor.
biblical principle from Genesis of oy heart.” We need to listento  3:1-3, where Paul describes us as
God creating the world and man and g and what He is putting on our  “letters of Christ” to the world. She
saying it was “good”. He also talks hearts to become. Fourkeysto  asked us to think, "How is my letter
about man being alorie the gar- change that have worked for her andreading"? She had us reflecting
den, which God described as “not  qihers are: back to when God first saw us, by

good”. Adam named all the animals 1 pray for the desire deeply playing a song about that.
but there was no suitable helper for 5 train your mind to be a leader.

By Sherry Rouse

We had four powerful Women's
Bible Studies in July:

\ him. Then woman was created out pysh yourself to do the things you (continued on p. 4) /
Deacon Corner Weekly Attendance and Contribution

Karl Lynn Single Parents 770-978-4747 |Date Attendance | Contribution
Ken Watson Benevolence 678-376-2677 7/2 371 $9,249
Peter Berry Benevolence 678-376-1878

Patrick Freeman  Kingdom Kids 770-921-1811

Glenn Hayes Kingdom Kids 770-985-6921 | 7/9 343 $6,825
Dan Stehr Visitation 770-925-2943

Bill Francis Visitation 770-806-8645

Todd Reynolds Middle School 770-682-0027 7/16 350 $6,990
Russ McGarr Middle School 770-381-5045

Steve Collier Teens-Parents 770-717-5784

Joe Hartline Teens-Parents 770-277-4765 | 7/23 338 $7,135
Danny Emmett Hope, events 770-985-4542

Todd Shultz Communications 770-277-4276

Birt Anglln Usherlng 678-849-0180 7/30 330 $7,656

Jeff Mueller Order of Worship 770-492-0544

Kendall Knight Music Service 770-972-6887
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(continued from p.3)

love for us, such as Isaiah 43:1-5,
ers like Jer. 31:3-11, which says, "I

many scriptures for us to look up on

the Mary J. song “In the am.” It was

day with severe back problems. We
appreciated her sacrifice!

"Never Give Up". She asked us to
think about what makes us give up.
We brainstormed: illness, life, cir-

your heart be troubled. Believe in

very inspirational study punctuated by
the fact that Lisa was in great pain tha

about how she grieved after her
Mother’s death this year, and how

She read scriptures that told of God'she realized how much God grieves faith. We then read scriptures about

over the lost and how He grieves

49:13-16, and 54:5-10. She read othahen we give up. We need to strug-24, Heb. 12:2 and she encouraged us

gle with the hope that things will

will never stop loving you." She gavemprove. When things are not going events. She also gave us scriptures to

our way, we need to repent of any

our own e.g. Ez. 16:1-14, Jer. 2:1-5,sin in our life. In everyday life and 5:18-21, and left us with John 14:27-
3:11-15, 4, John 3:16, | John 3:1, antdhard times, we just need to push
Il Cor. 5:14. She finished by playing through. It will get better, although gives...Do not let your hearts be trou-

a
... we will hang on to all

we've learned and dig

deeper into God's word ...

On July 28, Sheila Hayes taught us tat the time it always seems impossi- As many of us go back to school this

ble. We do not need to give into
self-pity and get into a downward
spiral. We must stay positive and

cumstances that keep us from being r@alize God loves us, no matter how daily for Him. We give all the glory
church or having fellowship time, etcbad things get. We can get so busy to God for this wonderful series. See
She read from John 14:1- "Do not letwith everyday life that we need to

watch out that a crack doesn't de-

God, believe also in me," and talkedvelop through which Satan can en-

ter. God allows things to happen to us
that eventually will strengthen our

the heart: Deut. 4:9, Prov. 4:23, Prov.
to be focused on God and not today's
read: |John 5:3, Eph. 6:10-18, | John
"Peace | give you...not as the world
bled and do not be afraid."

| want to thank all of the ladies who
prepared and taught classes this sum-
mer and all the women who came and
brought friends to these bible studies.
fall, we will hang on to all we've

learned and dig deeper into God's
word as we continue to live our lives

Barb Collier or Sarah Alawaye for
details about the women'’s bible study
in the fall.
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* sponsoring a four week food drive
for our emergency pantry,

* hosting a party for th
single moms,

* shopping for back t
school items with th
children of our singl
moms,

* taking a Fall Leaf Cruis(
on the Tennessee River,

* organizing a yard sale
benefit the single mom’
at Christmas, and

* enjoying a Christmas pro-
gressive dinner!

at
Il
ut

As for me, | find it hard to believe th
I’'m getting older; on the inside | st
feel 25! Sometimes when | stay ¢

too late though, | really start to feel
When we didn’'t come home until 3
ter midnight from our first outing,
was so encouraged to hear
Christy’s mom actually
felt better the next d4
and indicated that sh
might “need more
nightlife™!

If you need more night

ers to the glory of Go
and are 50 (or

“younger than 50
empty-nester”), we'd
love for you to join us! Just call
email Roxanne at 770-923-8350
ontargetrs@aol.com.
to join us if you are on a fixed i
come! We'll make it happen!)

that

life, want to serve oth-

(Don’t hesitate

it!
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FAMILY GROUPS

If you have not yet connected
with a family group, we invite to
join any of our eleven different
groups below:
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John Yang — Lilburn

Glenn Hayes— Loganville

Phil Dawson—Lawrenceville
Audie Flowers—Lawrenceville
Russ McGarr—Lilburn

Karl Lynn—Snellville

Ward Rutland—Lawrenceville
Barry Jennings—Lilburn

Mike Garrett—Snellville

Joe Washington—Lawrenceville
Gary Roberson—Lawrenceville
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