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Getting Our House in Order

By Steve Galbreath

This year Central Gwin-
nett will be focusing on
the theme of “Getting

our House in Order”. In

As disciples of Jesus
Christ we find:

Our Salvation -

Heaven, eternal life that
is the hope of our salva-

planning numerous
teaching opportunities,
activities, and special
events.

We will use these same

doing so, we are em- tion occasions to bring our
phatically neighbors,
calling the friends, and
churchtore- B In every aspect of our lives [ co-workers
commit to along too. We
being disci- . want them to
ples of Jesus we must Contmua”y be learn about
Christ. ] ] ] the abundant
transformlng into the Image | life to which
This call to we’ve been
follow Jesus : called and to
S 17 - Sk and likeness of our Lord e
passing. In ) come disci-
following Jesus Christ! ples. In so
Christ, we all doing, we not

have various
roles to fill. We are par-
ents, husbands, wives,
men, women, employ-
ees, students, and chil-
dren, both in the
church, and in the
world. God will not be
pleased with our just
being religious. In
every aspect of our
lives we must continu-
ally be transforming into
the image and likeness
of our Lord Jesus
Christ!

Our Purpose — to bring
praise and glory to God
through our lives

Our Mission — to seek
and save the lost

Throughout this year
we will be working on
our marriages, parent-
ing, and finances with
the ultimate purpose
being to glorify God in
ever-increasing ways.
Consequently, we are

only help our
friends gain a relation-
ship with God, but are

also fulfilling our God-

given mission to seek

and save the lost.

It is our hope that in
whole-heartedly turning
these areas back over
to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ, we will become
more joyful in and cer-
tain of our salvation.

Jesus is Lord!
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What Did We Do with God's Money In 2006?\

By Peter Berry could make it through chal-

lenging financial times.

benevolence fund is carefully
considered by the deacons (Ken

\

Many of us set aside an extra
sum of money to contribute at
our midweek services to support
the benevolence efforts of the
Central Gwinnett ministry. Have
you ever wondered how your
money is spent?

“For we are His creation — cre-
ated in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God |
prepared ahead of time sf

that we should walk in

them.” Ephesians 2:10
HCSB

Benevolence, the good
works that God has
planned for us each to do
is about much more than"™
just money. So as the ne\
year starts, I'd like to take
a quick look at some of
YOUR good works in
2006.

Many of you have volun-
teered on Monday nights
each month to feed the hun-
gry in the Atlanta Task Force
shelter downtown, or on the
prior weekend to prepare the
meals that we serve.

You have given thousands of
dollars to buy the food to
feed the hungry over the
year.

Your generosity has stocked
and re-stocked our food bank
all year, enabling many of
our brothers and sisters and
some others to stretch their
food budget so that they

Watson and Peter Berry), and
You have provided $2,500 to that larger gifts are also re-
help defray the heavy finan- viewed and approved by our eld-
cial costs of adoptions. ers. Itis very important to us to

choose well and wisely how we
You gave a generous gift of spend the money that you have
$1,000 to help an orphanage given to God, and to follow
in India. scriptural guidance wherever

possible. We try to address each
family and individual
need from a broad per-
spective, teaching bibli-
cal principles of money
management, reviewing
budgets, seeking advice,
and always striving to
address the root causes
of personal money prob-
lems. Please don't hesi-
tate to share any con-
cerns with us at any
time.

- In addition to these ma-
jor benevolence efforts,
there have been many independ-
ent and group activities driven
by your own generous spirits:
clothing and food drives, helping
others move, providing rides,
visiting the sick and elderly, and
on and on. On top of all of this, |
know there are many other great
deeds done by many of you “in
secret,” not letting the left hand
know what the right is doing

As a group you have pro-
vided over $11,000 to your
brothers and sisters in times
of personal crisis to assist
with:

Obtaining prescription
medications;

Child care expenses;
Doctor visits;
Emergency car repairs;

Mortgage or rent pay- (Matthew 6:3).
ments;
Utility bills; Your giving encourages my heart

Sending our children to
the Swamp for summer
camp.

every week. Thank you all for
your rich generosity, and how
you give of yourselves first to
the Lord (Il Corinthians 8:1-5).
| should take a moment to note

that each expenditure from our

/f
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Being, Then Doing

By Nancy Berry

For most of us, making a plan
forwhatto dois much easier
than planning what to be. In
our walk as disciples of Jesus,
however, who we are is crucial.

Who we are dictates what we
do; our actions flow from our
identity, our new nature. Any-
one can put on outward actions
to seemlike what they would
like people to think they are,
but genuine discipleship is the
consistent imitation of Jesus
from the heart outward, re-
sulting in action.  Doing more
can be a challenge to the
schedule; being more is a chal-
lenge to the heart.

The fourth chapter of Philippi-
ans is one of many passages
that places the focus clearly on
being. As we begin the new
year, let's look at what God
calls us to be, by command or
by example, in this chapter:

e be steadfast in faith in the
Lord (v. 1);

e beonein mind in Him (v. 2);

e be helpful to your fellow
workers in the Body (v. 3);

e bejoyful (v. 4);

e be gentle (v. 5);

e be calm and peaceful, not

anxious (v. 6);

be prayerful, thankful, and
honest with God (v. 7);

be peaceful in heart and
mind, in ways that pass hu-
man understanding by rely-
ing on God (v. 7);

be focused on what is true,
noble, right, pure, lovely,
admirable, excellent and
praiseworthy (v. 8);

Doing more can be a

challenge to the schedule;

being more is a challenge
to the heart.

be an imitator of what you
have learned, received,
heard or seen in godly lead-
ers (v. 9);

be ready to rejoice when
you see others’ care for you
(v. 10);

be concerned and look for
the opportunity to express

it (v. 10);

be content, period (v. 11-12);
be confident in what God
will do through you (v. 13);
be ready to do anything He
places before you (v. 13);
be sacrificial, motivated by
a desire to please God (v.
14-18);

be ready to give credit to
others (v. 17);

be grateful (v. 18);

be confident of God’s power
and generosity (v. 19);

Corner
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e be quick to glorify God (v.
20);

e be outgoing, build relation-
ships (v. 21-22);

e befocused on God’s grace
(v. 23).

To become all these things, we
really need to allow God to
mold our hearts into Jesus’
image, to grow to be more like
Him, because we see all these
qualities in Him. If we are will-
ing to let Him work on our
hearts all year, by this time
next year we will see the fruit
of it in our lives, We'll be more
effective for God by being
more like Him from the deep-
est part of our hearts to our
daily choices and actions.

FAMILY GROUPS

If you have not yet connected
with a family group, we invite
you to join any of our ten
groups below:

John Yang — Lilburn

Glenn Hayes— Loganville

Phil Dawson—Lawrenceville
Audie Flowers—Lawrenceville
Russ McGarr—Lilburn

Karl Lynn—Shnellville

Ward Rutland—Lawrenceville
Barry Jennings—Lilburn

Joe Washington—Lawrenceuvill
Gary Roberson—Lawrencevillg

[1°]

.
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In Christ, you are INVINCIBLE, and you've been called to an incredible mission - to
bring light to a lost world. We all have failures and successes, but these things do not
define us. We serve an AWESOME GOD! He has chosen us. He does not want us to grow
weary in this war, but to be refreshed in our spirits to carry on with the mission of
teaching and baptizing and more teaching. Here is where the modern day  “Champions of
Faith” will be.

This time of spiritual recharging will be held Friday, February 16th thru Sunday,
February 18th in downtown Atlanta, Georgia at the beautiful Sheraton Atlanta Hotel.
This Seminar features speeches and classes by Sam & Geri Laing, Mike & Shawn Pat-
terson, Scott & Thereasa Kirkpatrick, Tom Brown, Speech, Dr. Douglas Jacoby,
Mike & Shelly Pope, J.P. Tynes, Frank & Michelle Davis, Craig Morgan and many
more.

You have heard it said many times, this world needs to change — YOU get to be a cata-
lyst in making it happen. You are invited to be a part of greatness — delivering a message
of love and hope to those in need. In doing this, YOU get to be the person you were
born to be! Remember, we are flawed; we are broken; we are weak, but in Christ, we are

. INVINCIBLE!

To register or for more information, visit www.GAES- Invincible.com

Deacon Corner

Karl Lynn

Ken Watson
Peter Berry
Patrick Freeman
Glenn Hayes

Dan Stehr
Bill Francis

Todd Reynolds
Russ McGarr
Steve Collier
Joe Hartline
Danny Emmett
Todd Shultz
Birt Anglin

Jeff Mueller
Kendall Knight

Single Parents
Benevolence
Benevolence
Kingdom Kids
Kingdom Kids
Visitation
Visitation

Middle School
Middle School
Teens-Parents
Teens-Parents
Hope, events
Communications
Ushering

Order of Worship

Music Service

770-978-4747
678-376-2677
678-376-1878
770-921-1811
770-985-6921

770-925-2943
770-806-8645

770-682-0027
770-381-5045
770-717-5784
770-277-4765
770-985-4542
770-277-4276
678-849-0180
770-492-0544

770-972-6887




