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lifetime. We are praying and fasting and petitioning God to move in our lives and in
our church. The exciting thing is to realize that God is hearing us and our prayers
are reaching up to God’s throne in heaven. God’s people experienced that in

2 Chronicles 30:27. What we are doing is having a huge impact in our lives and in
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the lives of people around us.

In Mark 9:2-29, we read about Jesus on the mountain of Transfiguration. Jesus had
taken Peter, James and John up the mountain to pray. While they were up there,
we are told Elijah and Moses appeared from nowhere and these men were talking
with Jesus. Jesus, Moses and Elijah are the only three people we know of in the
bible that ever fasted for 40 days and 40 nights: Jesus in Matthew 4:2, Moses (who
did it twice) in Exodus 34:28 and Elijah in 1 Kings 19:8.
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Fri., June 6: Men’s Activity (7pm)

Sun., June 8:

Appointment of Gary Roberson as "Teacher"
New Teaching Rotation for Kingdom Kids
Start of Sunday Classes for Adults

Sun., June 22: Middle School Skating
Skate-A-Long, Lilburn

Sun., June 29: Special Contribution

Sat., July 19: Men's Prayer in the Park (7am)
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40 Days and 40 Nights

(continued)

Have you ever noticed how when God wants to do mighty things in the lives of people, He
often invites them up a mountain to meet with Him. Why? I believe when we have that
mountaintop experience, it changes our perspective about things. It is hard to see clearly in
the valley. We must go up to God to be able to see things through heaven’s eyes. Nothing
happens down in the valley.

There are at least three things we will experience individually and collectively during this
time of prayer and fasting.

1. Purity - Satan tried to get Jesus to sin after his prayer and fasting time (Luke 4-:1-
13). Satan wanted Jesus to take matters into his own hands and act independently of
God. Notice how Jesus was able to stay pure by using the scriptures to ward off each
temptation. It is hard to sin when you are praying and fasting. When you are tuned in
to God through prayer and fasting, it is easier to withstand Satan’s temptations.

. Sustenance - God fed Elijah through his angels as he fled from Jezebel in 1 Kings
19:1-8. When we pray and fast we truly see God sustaining us. When we get hungry,
God gives us the power and strength to continue through the day. That is exciting!
The Holy Spirit literally helps us get through the day.

. Radiance - When Moses came down from his mountaintop experience with God,
the people noticed something radically different in Moses (Exodus 34:29-33). His
face was glowing to the point that he had to put a veil over it. When you spend time
with God in prayer and fasting, you will be radiant. There will be a bounce in your
step. The Holy Spirit will radiate through you. We have started to experience purity,
sustenance and radiance.

I believe this is just the beginning. It is exciting to see us repenting and getting back to
what God has called us to. We are talking to people about God, we are getting into the
Word with them, we are inviting them to church, our “Life Talks”, etc. God is at work!
God is blessing and will continue to bless our repentance. God willing, we should be

having another baptism and a couple of “restorations” in the next couple of weeks. 1

believe our prayers are reaching heaven. Let us continue to glorify God and to God be all

the glory.

The cities in Gwinnett County that we have been praying for are Auburn, Berkeley
Lake, Braselton, Buford, Dacula, Duluth, Grayson, Hoschton, Lawrenceville, Lilburn,
Loganville, Norcross, Rest Haven, Snellville, Sugar Hill, Suwanee, and Tucker.
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Staying Joytul Through Hardships

By Deborah Shanks

This seems to be an oxymoron, defined bg the Merriam-~
Webster dictionary as: a combination of contradictory words
(as cruel kindness). Is it possible to be joyful during hardship?
Being a veteran of hardships [ can assure you, it's not only
possible but easier to go through hardships being joyful than
any other way! We can start by looking at one of my favorite
verses, breaking it down step by step.

.. strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to
remain true to the faith. Wemustgo through many hardships
to enter the kingdom of God, ’tbey said.” Acts 1422

1. God doesn't want us to suffer alone! He expects us to share
what's going on in our lives with sisters. Even Jesus
needed His friends in the garden of Gethsemane before
]aeing Captuyecl ]ag Roman soldiers. When His friends
couldn't stand watch with Him to be the encouragement
He needed, Luke 22:43 tells us His Father had ‘an angel
appear to Him and strengthen Him." If Jesus needed
others during His time of need, how much more do we
need others during our times of need?

Why are others required to strengthen and encourage us
to remain true to the faith? Faith is sorely tested during
hardships. We begin to lose faith in the power and
effectiveness of prayer; in the sincerity of friends and
loved ones; in the competency of health professionals, in
God'slove and care for us as individuals, etc. How
important is faith? Hebrews 11:6a tells us “ without faith it
is impossible to please God. *

Next, the disciples were reminded they must go through
hardships. The key word is “must” They weren't told they
might or might not, but they MUSTgo through hardships.
It's much better knowing “up front” what we're going to
face rather than wonder. God doesn't throw us surprise
punches; Satan’s the one who does that.

How did they get past hardship? They went through it
without any shortcuts or detours. There wasn't any
backing up or going into hibernation in hopes the
situation would be gone after waking up. The only way to
proceed was to 8o directly tbz'ougb it.

This next one may be the toughest challenge. We have to
be prepared to go through many hardships. God is not
about blindsiding us, and He wants us to know what to
expect so that we can prepare as much as possible, even if
speci{ic circumstances aren't known. Our prayey lives
need to be active, not rusty. We need to be an active part
of the Body; not allowing ourselves to atrophy as an arm
in a cast does after being encased in plaster for months,
coming out weak, ineffective, shriveled, and not as strong
as other body parts. We should want to be a healthy,
contrilauting part of the Body, ready to serve any way we
can. Knowing in advance we're going to have multiple
hardships, we shouldn'tfall apart, or be devastated
thinking God's abandoned us, or that we've been hand~
picked as a modern day Job.

Because we've discussed hardships the most, it may seem
that hardships are the most important part of the verse.
However, we cannot ever be fooled or lulled into focusing
on the hardships. Doing so is a sure~fire way to kill all joy.
Yet, we have to acknowledge the importance and
necessity of hardships because that's how we learn
perseverance. James 1:2-4 tells us ‘whenever we face
trials of many kinds, we know that the testing of our faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work
so that we may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. "I've omitted the first part of verse two to
emphasize the sequence of how things work. The first part
begins: ‘Stdy Jjoytul whenever we face trials.. ”See what
we're leaming?

God and His kingdom are the most important centers in
our lives. Staying focused on them is our secret weapon in
being joytul during the toughest of hardships. How do we
stay focused? Be in church on Sundays and at midweek
and enjoy great fellowship. If we physically cannot make
it, study out what was missed on the website, stay
connected via phone calls, e-mail, visits. (H you can't
drive, ask others to come to you. Onlq pride keeps you
from doing this). Most importantly, stay in God's Word
and in prayer with [im one on Oneand pray with others
over the phone, in person, every possible opportunity.
This is making God our life and not hardship. Joy is the

outcome.

The end of the verse tells us about our reward. It couldn't be
more precious, valuable or woncler{ul, and there's no higher
honor. It's why we live our entire lives as Christians. Romans
1417 tells us the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. g
Thessalonians 1.3 says: “All this is evidence that God's
Jjudgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy
of the ]cingdom of God, for which you are suf{eriug. "Offer me
the world without harclships, on one liancl, and on the other

hand, hardships with the Kingdom of God. Which dol

choose? Give me hardships every time! Which do you choose?




Update from the Children's Ministry

BY Patrick Freeman

Hope You are enjoying the beginning of summer! Given that school s now out, ' sure Your kids are!

Thanks to everyone for participating in the Children's Ministry workshop on Thursday, May 2244, and for
all who helped plan it: Glewn and Sheila Hayes, Audie Flowers, wWanda Ousley and Dan Stehr. A thank you
also goes to Ward Rutland, Jeff and Jessica Mueller, Tami Goodwin and the other “participants” in the crowol
(Who aolded some humor to the event) for volunteering thelr tinee to help malke the workshop a success.

(t's servants like these, along with Mary Rutland, Cathi Stehr, Jackie Flowers and Jum Ousley, who put in
countless hours to make sure that our children can attend safe and spivitual classes every Sunday and
Midweek. And, of course, even though we have so many people working behind the scenes Like this, our classes
would not be possible without the great hearts of our teachers. Thawnks to all the ndividuals who have taught
bn the past and continue to voluunteer.

(n the vecent workshop, we mentioned several upcoming changes tn the Children's Ministry, which tnelude:

® sunday lessons as the primary lesson and the Midweek Lessons as supplementary;

® synchronizing the lessons between sunday and Midweek so that the children are receiving consistent
nstructlon;

® An effort to lncorporate healthier snack cholees for Sundays;

® Formalizing the registration process for Midweek classes.

we would Like to begin having E-Kids classes at Midweek services on a consistent basis. Please consider
whether you can help make this happen by volunteering to serve in this very important ministry (thank you
to those who have already signeo up to help). [ believe this ministry especially is where Jesus would spend a
Lot of his time if He were here. The trony is that the B-Kids ministry is one in which Yyou get much more out
of than you could ever put into it. Please contact Patrick or Glemn if You would Like to help.

ownce ngain, we greatly appreciate everyone’s efforts and Look forward to continuing to see God bless our
children through this great ministry!
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