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Course Objectives

As a result of this class, the students will be able to:

· Recognize adult learning methods used by Jesus.
· Understand the importance of Bible study as another worship instruction from God.
· Distinguish between various types of Bible study.
· Create practical steps leading to an enjoyable practice of personal Bible study.

 Class Agenda
· Adult Learning Methods
· Psalms 119 and Bible Study
· Bible Study Methods
· Practical Suggestions
· Case Study

Adult Learning Methods
Knowledge 

1. Luke 2:41-47
2. Matt. 5-7 – Completely new piece of information revealed by a religious leader since 10 Commandments & Law of Moses (cf. 7:28-29)
3. Luke 4:14-23
4. Cf. Continuing Education & Adult Education Classes 
WII-FM (“What’s In It – For Me?”)
1. Cf. our interest in gas prices, price per barrel, & hurricanes affecting drilling rigs in the Gulf

2. Luke 12:13 ff.

· This man had an “I’m interested in this particular issue and nothing else.”

· Jesus addressed it … He did not talk about baptism, evangelism, etc.

3. Mark 9:14-27

· Father’s only interest was welfare of his son

· Jesus addressed it (later, addressed the “lack of faith” issue with the disciples – see vv. 28-32)

4. “Jesus' talent for teaching was having the ability to speak to that audience, in that place and at that time.”
Adult Learning Methods
Choices 

1. Adults like having the ability to choose.

2. “Choices” from Jesus:
· Matt. 6:24

· John 14:8-11
· Mark 10:17-31

3. “No other religious teacher ever offered or forced more choices than Jesus.”
Interest (Change + Curiosity)

1. Test: “The American Classroom, circa 1800 & 2008”

2. Where:

· Mountain (Matt. 5:1)
· Boat (Luke 5:1-3)
· Plain (Luke 6:17)
· Houses, Synagogues, Temple, Lakeside 

3. How:
· Parables (“40”)
· Riddles (Luke 20:3, 41-44)
· Proverbs (Mark 10:31; Mark 9:50; Matt 5:13; Luke 4:23)
· Lectures / Sermons
4. Luke 13:17 – “Learning = The Amount of Fun You Have”

“What type of Adult Learning Model Do You Most Resemble?”
Psalms 119
Introduction:

A. 10 different words used to refer to God’s word, including: 


1. “Statutes” (22 times)

2. “Precepts” (21 times)
3. “Decrees” (21 times)

4. “Commands” (22 times)

5. “Laws” (43 times)

6. “Word” (28 times)

7. “Promises” (14 times)

B. Only 5 Verses That Do Not Reference God’s Word

1. (v. 84) – “How long must your servant wait?  When will you punish my persecutors?”
2. (v. 90) – “Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures”

3. (v. 121) – “I have done what is righteous and just; do not leave me to my oppressors

4. (v. 122) – “Ensure your servant’s well being; let not the arrogant oppress me”

5. (v. 132) – “Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love your name”

Psalms 119

Discussion:

I. Studying God’s Word is an Act of the Heart

A. V. 11 – “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”

1. cf. how Pharisees wore them as text on their sleeves rather than hiding it in their heart
2. Cf. “laying something up” in your heart usually means you have a warm regard for it … it is special (Luke 2:19)
3. “Heart knowledge” = “Change”

B. V. 30 – “I have chosen the way of truth; I have set my heart on your laws.”
1. Phrase, “way of truth” is used this one time

2. “Set my heart” – Lit., “laid it before me as a mark to aim at, e.g., like reading a map.” – J. Wesley
3. “Setting heart” involves concept of commitment – “Men do not become holy by dropping into it or by careless wishes.” – C. Spurgeon
C. V. 111 – “Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.”

1. “Heart experience and not just head knowledge bring the joy.” – C. Spurgeon

2. See Ps. 19:8

3. Q: “Do you see Bible Study as a joy or a burden?”

Psalms 119

II. Studying God’s Word is an Act of Praise 

A. V. 7 – “I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws.”
1. Praising God is precipitated upon learning God’s laws.

2. “Praising God and learning God’s righteous laws are not choices for spirituality.  They are both required by God.”
3. “Divine instructions are special blessings, which we have reason to be thankful for.” – Matthew Henry
B. V. 14 – “I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.”

1. Note that David, and later Solomon, understood the concept of rejoicing in riches.  They had it as kings

2. Cf. emotion involved winning the lottery
3. Cf. vv. 72, 162
C. V. 48 – “I lift up my hands to your commands which I love, and I meditate on your decrees.”
1. Q: “When does the ‘worship service’ end for you?”

2. See Ps. 28:2

3. Meditation involves thinking and prayer!
Psalms 119
III. Studying God’s Word is an Act of Wisdom 

A. V. 24 – “Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors.”
1. Feeling Defeated (v. 25)

2. Feeling Sorrow (v. 28)

3. Overcoming Deceit (v. 29)

4. Having Hope (v. 49)

5. Receiving Comfort (v. 50)

6. Obtaining Compassion (v. 77)

7. Facing Addiction (v. 133)

8. Obtaining Peace of Mind (v. 165)

B. V. 105 – “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”

1. Guidance and direction

2. The allusion is to the lamps and torches carried at night before an Eastern caravan.
C. V. 130 – “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.”
1. Literally, "opening"; God's words, as an open door, let in light,
2. Use of word “unfolding” implies a process

3. Different books for different students

4. See Neh. 8:8

Bible Study Methods
Book

· Read 5-6 times 

· Outline it

· One month study

· Vary between OT and NT books
· Use different versions and paraphrases

· Commentaries

Chapter / Section
· Outline

· “Man made” chapter divisions vs. sections

· Use different versions

· Google sermons
Topic

· Vary: “Basic” and “Advanced”

· Write down the actual scripture 

· Always study the context

· Concordance

Bible Study Methods
Character

· Review all applicable verses
· Record all characteristics (both good and bad)

· Practical application 
· Concordance; Biographical works

Word Study

· Review all times the word is used
· Concordance

· Vine’s Expository Dictionary of NT Words

· Greek-English Lexicons
“7 Questions” Study
 
· “Is there a promise to claim?”
· “Is there a command to obey?”

· “Is there a sin to avoid?”

· “Is there a ‘new’ teaching I need to believe?”

· “Is there an example to follow or avoid?”

· “Is there a difficulty to explore?”

· “Is there something in the passage I need to pray about today?”
NOTE: A great way to study shorter books of OT and NT

Case Study
1. Divide class into A-L and M-Z

· A-L Assignment: Bible Topic

· M-Z: Bible Character

2. Bible Topic:

· A-F: “Justify, Justification” in Romans
· G-L: “Courage” in Joshua
3. Bible Character:
· M-R: “Noah”

· S-Z: “Phinehas”

4. Everyone is to take notes just in case the teacher requires that you turn them in!
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� Each of these is a request for help or protection from God for the person who is trusting in God’s word.


� Laws – “Judicial decisions”


� A paraphrase is a personal interpretation of an authorized translation.


� See Be Still My Soul – Sam Laing 
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