WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?
CLASS FOUR – THE INCARNATION

1.  Introduction


[Nativity/Scene 20/5 minutes]   What does that scene bring to mind?  What sort of emotions does it arouse?  Looks like a Christmas card.  Sentimentality.  Humility.  Today we will look at the birth of Jesus – what does it mean for us?  The fancy scholarly term is the Incarnation – God took on human form.   How does it affect how we look at Jesus?  Please turn to Luke 1.

2.   The Nativity Story


Last week we talked about NT writings leading up to the gospels.   Most scholars would say Mark was written in the 60s, Matt and Luke in the 70s and John in the 90s.  Some argue for earlier dates for Mark, Matt and Luke, but in broad terms, we are talking about a time near the end of the 1st generation of believers, around the time James, Paul and Peter died.  This timing is implied in the opening verses of Luke.  :1-4  Was Luke an eyewitness to Jesus?  No.   Where did his information come from?   Handed down to him from the eyewitnesses.   He mentions other gospels written before his.  Most scholars believe he based his gospel on Mark and then added other material.  2nd Century church fathers say Luke wrote down Paul’s preaching about Jesus.   What does Luke say he did?  “carefully investigated”   In effect, he took Paul’s challenge from 1 Cor 15 we talked about last week and looked into it himself.   I believe he interviewed the sources.  According to Acts 21, Luke visited Jerusalem with Paul in the late 50s, only a couple years after 1 Cor was written.  There, Luke had access to many eyewitnesses.  The birth of Jesus is not described in Mark or by Paul.  Who told Luke the Nativity story?

2:19  What do you think?  Who is the source of Luke’s information?   If Mary was still alive when Luke visited Jerusalem, she would have been in her late 70s.  Younger than the prophetess Anna mentioned in v.36.   I think Luke heard the Nativity Story directly from Mary herself.  This is known as the Collier theory; if I ever go to theology school and write a thesis, this may be my topic.  I don’t think these words are here by accident; this is clearly Mary’s account of Jesus birth.  Either Mary told Luke or someone else who knew her (John?  James?) handed down her story to Luke.  What did Mary say about Jesus birth?  How did it happen?


1:26-38   Jesus did not have a human father.  We all believe that – Jesus was the Son of God - but think about it for a minute.  Literally, biologically, genetically, his X chromosome was not of human origin.   Of course God knows how to write DNA since he wrote it the first time, but here He did it again.  No man was involved.  Mary knew this to be true.   For the rest of us, the miracle of the Virgin Birth is a matter of faith, but Mary knew it was true.  She knew she conceived as a virgin after being told by Gabriel this would happen.  Paul said there were 500 eyewitnesses to the Resurrection; there was only one eyewitness to the Incarnation.  Acts 1 says Mary was part of the original group of disciples.  I am sure Mary told this story many times.  It was not a secret.  Not a myth invented later.  The early church knew Jesus was the Son of God and they had Mary right there to attest to it.   
Jesus of course also taught the disciples he was the Son of God.   He admitted it to the high priest at his trial.  How do you suppose Jesus knew he was the Son of God?   How old was he when he first realized?   In Chapter 2, Luke (again citing Mary’s memory in v.51) says Jesus knew at age 12.  Did God reveal that to him?   As an adult, Jesus said he remembered seeing Satan fall from heaven.  He also said “before Abraham was I am.”  Was he born with such memories?  I’m sure Mary and Joseph told him about his birth; taught him OT prophesies about the Messiah.  The gospel of John says John took Mary into his home and she lived with him after Jesus death.  What does John say about the Incarnation?  Turn to John 1.
2.  The Word became flesh

John’s gospel was probably written near the end of his life in the 90s.  Scholars generally do not consider it a good historical source since it is so late.  However, it is the only gospel which expressly states it came from an eyewitness (21:24).   60 years is not such a long time to write down one’s memories.  My wife and daughter visited Warm Springs, Georgia back in May on a school field trip.   A woman there told the story of meeting President Franklin Roosevelt.  He died 63 years ago.  No one doubts her story.   My mother turned 75 in April; she can remember President Roosevelt.   We all know people who can.  I think even 60 years later, John could remember Jesus.   Let’s read 1:1-5; 14.   What does John tell us about Jesus?    Word of God.  With God.  Was God.  All things created through him.  Became flesh and dwelt among us.  “Word” in Greek in Logos, which can also mean Message – Jesus was a message from God in the flesh.  God expressing Himself to us in human form.   In John 14 when Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father , what did Jesus say?   “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say ‘Show us the Father’?”  Jesus himself was the visible manifestation of God; his very presence here was showing us the Father.   A human rendering of God.  The exact representation of His Being (Heb 1:3).  
What do you suppose it was like to be around someone like that?   God in the flesh.  Someone who knew and taught amazing things?   Astonished people.  Could never be outsmarted or outwitted by his adversaries?  Rendered them speechless.  Someone who know what other people were thinking or saying behind his back?  Who knew what you were thinking or saying when he couldn’t hear you?  Who never sinned.  Peter and John both attest to Jesus sinlessness.   What would that be like?  How would that make you feel?   Jesus could also do miracles.  Walk on water.  Stop a storm.  Feed 5,000 people from one small meal.  Heal the sick.  Raise the dead.   No wonder the disciples responded to his call.  No wonder large crowds followed him.  The centurion watched how Jesus died and said “Surely this man was the Son of God.”  We should never forget how incredible Jesus was; never let it get old.   The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  God Incarnate.  Incredible stuff.
3.  But in thy dark streets shineth…

John also said in v. 5 Jesus coming was a light shining in the darkness, but the darkness did not understand it.   Like the light of the Star of Bethlehem shining on the stable in the movie.   Like the Christmas carol says:  But in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.  Inspiring yes, but also sobering.  What is the darkness?   Sin.  Ignorance of the truth about God.  This world and its evil ways.  The dominion of Satan.  Heb 2 says Satan keeps the whole world enslaved by sin and the fear of death.  We live in a dark world where spiritual forces of evil hold sway.  But Jesus is the light of the world.  He is a light shining in the darkness.  The light of truth, of hope, showing the way out.  He came to destroy Satan’s dominion over us.  Jesus birth was a threat to the darkness.  John Eldredge calls it a daring invasion into enemy territory.   Turn to Rev 12.


Did you know the Nativity Story is also told in Revelation?   Told from a different perspective; from a spiritual rather than a human point of view.  I’ve never seen this version on a Christmas card.   They don’t show a heartwarming holiday special about it every year.  [Ask Danny Doble to read]  :1-6.   Satan wanted to devour the Messiah at birth.  He stirred up Herod to kill all the male children in Bethlehem.  God protected Mary and her child; told Joseph to fell to Egypt.   But it apparently led to war.  :7-12 War in heaven.  War among angels.  What’s the first thing an angel ever says when it appears to a human being?  “Fear not”  If one angel inspires fear, imagine a war of angels.   Quite terrifying.  Satan lost and was thrown down.  :13-17  The war continues here on earth.  Satan makes war on us; anyone who obeys God and holds to the testimony of Jesus.   The birth of Jesus was a violent event spiritually speaking.  Stirred quite a reaction from the forces of darkness.  Initiated a war for the liberation of mankind that continues to this day.   And that’s what Christmas is all about Charlie Brown.  Let’s close out in Matt 5.

So what do we do with all of this?  What does it mean for us?   :14-16  Jesus says we are now the light of the world.  A city set on a hill.  A lamp shining on a stand.   We are now the light in this dark world.  The body of Christ continuing his work.  The Spirit of Jesus living in us.  Stars shining in the universe as we hold out the word of life, the Logos, the message of salvation from sin and the dominion of darkness.   As Jesus says here, we should let our light shine!  We can’t hide it under a bushel,  No!  I’m gonna let it shine!  We provide hope to people living in darkness.  People who need a way out.   We are also in enemy territory.  Opposed.  Under assault.    A threat to the darkness.  Satan and the world wants to put out our light; intimidate us; drag us down into sin.  Discredit the message.  We must be aware of Satan’s schemes.  Innocent as doves, but wise as serpents.  We can’t be naïve; take things for granted.  We can’t become entangled in civilian affairs and forget about the war.  We can’t neglect the weapons of righteousness we have been given.  We must take the battle seriously.   Be in the fight; not on the sidelines.

The Incarnation of Jesus Christ.  Not just a nice Christmas story, but a real historical event with profound spiritual consequences.  A really big deal.  Like a massive impact crater in history.  Bam!   Broke history right in two, before and after.   The birth of the actual living, breathing Son of God.  The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.   Who brought light into a dark world.   An assault on the gates of hell that continues to this day.  And we get to be a part of it.  Amen!  
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