WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?
CLASS FIVE – FREEDOM

1.  Introduction.

[Movie clip/Jubilee]   Morgan Freeman’s character refers to the Bible.  What is he talking about?  The Year of Jubilee from Lev 25.  Let’s turn there.  Last [Friday][week] was the 4th of July.  We celebrate the birth of America – a nation founded on freedom; the movie Glory is about the Civil War – fought 87 years later to extend that freedom to slaves.   4th of July trivia question:  what phrase is engraved on the side of the Liberty Bell in Philadelpia?  Who can tell me?  “Proclaim liberty throughout the land to all the inhabitants thereof.”   Where does that phrase come from?   Also Lev 25.   Let’s read.

:8-13 Year of Jubilee.  :39-43  All Israelite slaves set free at Jubilee.  Much of the OT foreshadows things in the NT.  What is the NT equivalent to the Year of Jubilee?

2.  Freedom for the prisoners

Luke 4:14-21.   Quoting Isaiah, Jesus proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favor.  What did that involve?  Good news preached to the poor; freedom proclaimed to prisoners; sight for the blind, the oppressed released.   Jesus said the scripture was fulfilled in their hearing.  He was claiming to be the Messiah.  Did Jesus do these things?   What prisoners did Jesus free?  Was there a righteous man in prison when Jesus started his ministry?  Yes, JB.  If Jesus decided to free any prisoner – wouldn’t it have been JB?  Perhaps that was why JB was tempted to doubt in Luke 7.  So who did Jesus free?

Luke 13:10-17.  Imagine if Jesus were here and did this today.  Imagine what that would be like.   [I wish I could do this; Myrna would be fired up!]    He set her free from her infirmity, an infirmity caused by a evil spirit.   He released her from bondage to Satan.  Has anyone here be freed by Jesus from bondage to Satan?   Show of hands.   Almost all of us have.  Freed from sin.  From the slavery and oppression of sin.  Freed from the dominion of Satan.  Brought out of darkness into light.  We are the prisoners Jesus set free.  That’s why tax collectors and prostitutes and sinners became disciples.  Jesus offered them freedom from sin, from guilt, from darkness, from Satan.
Luke 11:23.   Jesus said one evidence of the kingdom of God is that he drove out demons.  He broke Satan’s power and control over people’s lives.  People enslaved; people without hope; people like the Gerasene demoniac.   Jesus talked a lot about the kingdom of God/the kingdom of heaven.  100 times he refers to it in the gospels.  Many parables begin “the kingdom of heaven is like….”  He is talking about the Messianic kingdom prophesied in the OT.   The kingdom he came to establish of which he is the king.  One key aspect of this kingdom is it breaks the hold of Satan over mankind.   Frees people from the bondage and oppression of sin.   
3.  Destroy the work of Satan

Heb 2:14-18.   By his death, Jesus destroyed Satan, destroyed his work, set free those held in slavery by their fear of death.  Held in slavery by sin.   As the OT prophesied would happen, Jesus is our high priest who offered himself as an atoning sacrifice for our sin.   He entered heaven itself with his blood as an offering so we would be forgiven.  Free from sin.  From its curse.  From death, the penalty for sin.  Jesus is our King, whose kingdom invades the realm of Satan to set men free; he is also our Priest – who offered the sacrifice that atones for our sin.
1 Cor 15:50-57.   Jesus give us victory over sin and death.   In the kingdom of God, we have the hope of resurrection, eternal life.  At the last trumpet, we will be given an imperishable body, an indestructible life.   We no longer need to fear death.  We no longer need to fear judgment.   Satan’s power has been broken in our lives.   I think as disciples we are too often burdened by our sin; we fail to claim the victory; we fail to claim the power of the kingdom we have joined.  Yes, we still struggle sometimes; Paul talks about that too.  But sin is no longer the main story of our lives; the main story is that we are free.  The kingdom of God has broken Satan’s hold on our lives.   The punishment for sin has been lifted.  We have eternal life; we will be raised imperishable, indestructible.   We can rejoice and give thanks to God for this victory.  V for victory.  The peace of victory.  Amen!    

4.  Power of the kingdom
Mark 9:1-2.   Jesus said the kingdom of God would come with power.   In the lifetime of some of the disciples standing there.   This happened at Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit came powerfully.   Peter proclaimed the message of Jesus, the first gospel sermon.  What happened?  3,000 people saved.  3,000 people delivered from the dominion of Satan, from an unbelieving and corrupt generation, from darkness.  They were forgiven and set free from slavery.  They received eternal life; an imperishable, indestructible life.   The kingdom of God has power to defeat sin and Satan.  Power to deliver people from oppression and darkness.  Power to break the hold of death.   I sometime think we have forgotten the power of the kingdom.    
Matt 16:15-19.   The church, God’s kingdom, is built on the rock of Jesus Christ, the cornerstone.   He said the gates of hell will not prevail against it.  Amen!   In warfare, what kind of weapon is a gate – offensive or defensive?   How about a rock?  Is a rock an offensive or defensive weapon?  When used against a gate, a rock is a projectile.  Something that smashes.  What did Neb’s dream in Dan 2 say about the rock, the eternal kingdom that God would establish during the Roman Empire?  the rock would smash all of the other kingdoms.   Jesus is saying his church, built on the rock, will smash the gates of hell.   Knock them down and let people out.   Richard likes to say we are just beggars who have found bread.  That’s true.  But we are also freed slaves called to join the assault the gates of hell to free others from slavery.   Break the rod of oppression.  Win the victory over sin and death.   Hey, Baby!  There ain’t no easy way out.   You can stand me up at the gates of hell and I won’t back down.  No, I won’t back down.  
One caveat:  I am not saying the kingdom of God advances forcefully and forceful men lay hold of it.  That’s what Mat 11:12 says in the NIV.  When he was here, Tim Baigent illustrated how we used to think about that verse.  But the NIV translation is wrong.  The NIV incorrectly translated this verse.   All other translations correctly translate Matt 11:12 as saying the kingdom suffers violence and violent men lay hold of it.  The context is the death of JB.  The verse is referring to Satan’s assault on the kingdom of God; it is not teaching we are supposed to be forceful.  Rom 5 says powerless people enter the kingdom; I Cor says God chose the weak to shame the strong.  Sinful & needy people turn to Jesus, not forceful people.   But I am saying the kingdom of God is powerful and we are called to assault the gates of hell and help free other slaves.  

Mat 16 also mentioned keys.  Keys of the kingdom that open the door.  Turn to Rev 3.  At the beginning of class, I mentioned the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia.  Let’s look at the city Philadelphia, PA is named after.  Rev 3:7-13.   The key of David, the Messiah, opens the door that no one can shut.    The church in Philadelphia had little strength.  They were not forceful men laying hold of the kingdom.  Just like us, they were powerless, sinners, slaves in need of liberation, needing someone to break the oppression over them.  And yet the door was opened.  No one could shut it.  Not opposition from the Jews.  Not trials.  Not Roman persecution.   And they were promised they would become pillars in the temple of God.   Even weak people can be saved.  Even powerless people can help save others.  Even slaves can become pillars.   A nerdy introverted college kid from a broken home addicted to lust & pornography; God can transform his life; give him a different destiny.  Even with little strength, beset by various trials in our own lives, health issues, facing opposition from Satan, we can prevail because our weapon is the rock, Jesus Christ and the gospel, the message of victory over sin and death, the power of his kingdom, the keys that open the door.  We can assault the gates of hell.  We can get people out.  Free the slaves.  Let’s remember the power of the kingdom Jesus brought. 
We began today with a flip clip set in South Carolina in 1863; the year of Jubilee; the decisive year in the war to free slaves.  The movie is about a regiment of freed slaves who volunteered to fight.  They were weak; illiterate; didn’t know right from left.  They faced discrimination and ridicule even in the North.  But they became soldiers in the war to free slaves.  At the end of the movie, against all odds, they assault a fortress.  Many of them died in the assault along with their commander.  The movie was made by Hollywood, but the events were real and always remind me of our own assault on the gates of hell.   In a sense, we are all spiritual brothers of the 54th Massachusetts.
[let’s close with the final assault on Fort Wagner] or 
[we don’t have time to watch the end of the movie today, but there is monument to the 54th Massachusetts in Boston.  My daughter took a picture of it on our vacation.  As you can see, the nerdy college kid I mentioned a few minutes ago now has white hair and his sons are taller than he is, but I still want to continue the assault and help free the slaves of Satan.   Run end credits of the movie.  We are dismissed.]  
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