WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?
CLASS SIX – WHAT WAS JESUS REALLY LIKE?

Introduction

My topic today is What Was Jesus Really Like?   My four points are  
(1) Jesus had feelings too

(2) Jesus wasn’t always nice

(3) Jesus knew how to smile

(4) Jesus insulted people in public 

Back when you were in school, didn’t you always like it when the teacher said instead of a lesson today, we are going to watch a movie?   Well how about we do that today?  I’ll provide a little commentary, but mostly let’s just watch a movie today.   My goal is to make Jesus more real for us.   The scenes are all from Jesus of Nazareth by Zepharelli.   The movie has its weaknesses but overall it is probably the best movie made about Jesus.   Most of what Jesus says is from the Bible; although Z often combines and mixes together separate events or teaching  into one scene.  Lights, please.
1.  Jesus had feelings too.


Scene 53.  Luke 7:36-50.   Several things I think are cool in this scene.  Jesus is trying to be patient but obviously gets exasperated with the Pharisees.  He puts his face in his hands.   From scripture, we see that some things really bothered Jesus and the attitude of the Pharisees was high on the list.   Next, he is at first somewhat surprised and taken aback a bit by the sinful woman kissing his feet.  Sometimes I think we imagine Jesus like Mr. Spock in Star Trek as if he didn’t really have emotions and his facial expression never changed.  But I think Jesus had normal human feelings just like us and was sometimes surprised by what people said and did.  Finally, we see his compassion as he takes her face in his hands and grants her unspoken request for forgiveness.  Jesus was always touched by people who were humble, needy and broken in stark contrast to the Pharisees and their self –righteousness tendency to argue and find fault.   Jesus had feelings too.
2. Jesus wasn’t always nice

Scene 61.   [fast forward through triumphal entry]    The next time you get angry and you are tempted to take a baseball bat and start smashing things, I want you to stop and think, What Would Jesus Do?   When we use that phrase, WWJD, I think often what we really mean is What Would Mr. Rogers Do?  Be nice; be polite.   But Jesus was definitely not Mr. Rogers.  He could get angry; raise his voice; stir things up.   It is possible he cleared the temple twice – once early in his ministry (John 2:12-22) and once near the end (Mark 11:15-18).   He was righteous; zealous for God; offended by the lack of reverence for the LORD’s temple.  You really see that at the end when he enters the main court and is awed by the place where his Father dwells.  Yet he was ticked off.   Turned over tables so that coins went everywhere; set birds and animals loose; used a whip.   Jesus wasn’t always nice. 
3. Jesus knew how to smile

Scene 63.  Mat 21:14-32 & Mark 10:13-16.   The Bible says Jesus liked being around children; and people liked bringing their children to Jesus.  It says he would take them into his arms.   It also says he was a joyful person and wanted his disciples to have that same joy.  He must have smiled a lot.  Laughed.   Some of the things he said were probably meant to be funny; like a camel going through the eye of a needle or explaining how to rob a house.  I think we often imagine Jesus as serious all the time; but people were drawn to him.  Wanted to be around him.  Some of that was his teaching and his miracles; but I also think he must have been engaging; personable; warm; friendly; loving.  So many people came up and interrupted him.   He must have been very approachable.   He loved children.  He knew how to smile.   
4. Jesus insulted people in public

Scene 69.  John 9 & Mat 23:23-39.  When you see a scene like that, it’s easy to understand why they wanted to kill him.  He rebuked the tar out of them.  The religious leaders of the day;  out in the open; in the temple courts.   He called them some very strong names.  White-washed tombs; brood of vipers.   Asked how they would escape being condemned to hell.   Just like JB; just like some of the OT prophets.  You can see why the people hung on his every word.  He said the things other people thought but were afraid to say.  He was not a conflict avoider.  He got right in people’s faces.  He was willing to insult people even when they invited him to dinner.  In Luke 11:37ff, Jesus said some of these same things at a dinner party.  Obviously Jesus was compassionate too and I am not advocating harshness.  Jesus directed this at self righteous religious leaders; as we saw earlier he treated penitent sinners quite differently.   But we need to remember how strong Jesus could be.  Confrontational.  He insulted people in public. 

What was Jesus really like?  A lot more interesting than the felt board Jesus we learned about in Sunday School growing up.  Someone people were afraid of at times; strong; who could make people angry enough to kill him.  Yet also very approachable; compassionate; with genuine warmth and feelings;  someone people were drawn to.  Someone people were willing to follow for the rest of their lives.  Amen.   
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